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0 THE WHITE HOUSE
P Washington

November 24, 1950

Deér Mr, Rockefeller:

At the time I requested you to serve as Chairman of the
Advisory Board on International Development, I expressed the
conviction that any adequate and sound program of intermational
economic development must be both broadly conceived in relation
to our national interests and so formulated as to lend iteelf
to realistic and continuing cooperation between private enter-
prise and govermment, here and abroad. I regard such & program
as vital to the attainment of our goal of an expanding world
economy and to the building of the security of the free world,

On March 31, 1990, I requested Mr. Gordon Gray to undertake
a comprehensive study of the foreign economic policies and pro-
cedures of this Governmment in the light of present developments
and conditions, Mr. Gray has now submitted his report. A reading
of it reinforces my conviction that an effective program for
international economic development must be integrated both as to
policy and operations with all other govermmental and private
activities relating to the international trade and economic life
of the nation,

Our policy in relation to the underdeveloped areas is one
of the central points toward which the Gray Report is addressed.
When that Report was made public, I stated that I was asking you
to have the Advisory Board "as its first task, consider Mr, Gray's
proposals concerning our policy toward the underdeveloped areas
in the context of the full report, in order that this Board will
be able to give us its views early in the coming year on the
types and size of programs which it considers desirable for the
United States to undertake in this field,"

In accordance with thig request, I should like to have the
Advisory Board address itself specifically to the consideration of
desirable plans to accomplish with maximum dispatch and effec-
tiveness the broad objectives amd policies of the Point Four
program. In carrying out this task you should take into account
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existing governmental and private activities bearing on inter-
mtional economic development, You will wish to formulate your
recommendations in the light of the Gray Report's comprehensive
analysis of our entire foreign economic policy.,

This is a special task which I am asking the Advisory Board
to undertake for me in addition to the duties which are assigned
to it under the Act for International Development, In carrying
out this task, you may provide yourself and the Advisory Board
with such assistants as may be required,

I am hopeful that you may find 1t possible to make your
recommendations to me by the beginning of February of next year,

The various departments and agencies of the Government
responsible for our foreign aild programs, in particular the
Department of State, are as you know now studying the problem
of continuvation and possible modification of those programs.
Those departments and agencies will, of course, extend to you the
fullest cooperation in your work.

I am most interested in the work you are undertaking and I
know you will apprise me from time to time as to how the work is
proceeding,

Sincerely yours,

s/ Harry S, Truman

Mr, Nelson Rockefeller
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, New York
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ADVISORY BOARD FOR INTERNAT TONAL DEVEL OPMENT

Nelson A, Rockefeller, Chairman
President, International Basic Economy
Corporation

" Dr, Robert P, Daniel, President, Virginia State College

Harvey &. Firestone, Jr., Chairman of the . Firestone Tire
ard Rubber Comrany

James W, Gerard, former Ambassador to Germany
John A, Hannah, President, Michigan State College

Margaret Hickey, lawyer, formerly Chairman of the Women's
Advisory Commlttee for the War Manpower
Commi ssion

Lewis G, Hines, National Legislation Representative in
Washington, D, C, for the American
Federation of Labor

- Dr, Thomas Parran, Dean, Gradvate School of Public Health,
University of Pittsburgh, and former
Surgeon General of the United States

Clarence H, Poe, Editor and Publisher of The Progressive Farmer

Jacob &, Potofsky, President of the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers of America

Dr. John L, favage, Consulting Engineer to the United States
Bureau of Rrclamation

Charles L, Wheeler, Executive Vice President of Pope & Talbot, Ina,
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